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Free stormspotting
night class
offered
Wednesday
By MEGAN OSBORNE

THE PARTHENON
The
geography
department will conduct a
Skywarn class open to the
public at 6:30 p.m. Wednesday in the Harris Hall
geography lab Room 202,
to train those who wish to
become spotter volunteers
for the National Weather
Service.
The National Weather
Service’s Skywarn program
is a network of trained volunteers, or spotters, that
report significant weather
conditions in order to keep
communities better prepared for severe weather,
according to the NWS
website.

See CLASS | Page 5

Students
to ‘Don
the Kente’
Thursday
By FRANCES LAZELL

THE PARTHENON
With graduation nearing,
the Office of Intercultural
Affairs and the Center for African American Students will
honor students of African
and African-American descent at the annual Donning
of Kente at 5 p.m. Thursday at the Joan C. Edwards
Theater.
Maurice
Cooley,
associate vice president of
Intercultural Affairs, said the
Donning of Kente recognizes
students for their achievements at the university level.
“This is an old-world
culture way people are recognized for extraordinary
accomplishments,” Cooley
said. “Each culture has their
way of recognizing individuals who have done unusual
things. The Kente is a West
African way of doing that
and we embrace it here and
in other parts of the country.”
The Kente cloths are hand
woven garments made in
Ghana, which have symbols
relating to nature, philosophy, the arts and religious
and political thought.
Students received different Kente based on if they
are receiving an associate’s,
bachelor’s, master’s or doctoral degree.
Jon
Austin,
graduate
student from Charleston,
received a Kente when he
graduated from Marshall in
2014.

See KENTE | Page 5
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Marshall University Director of Bands Steve Barnett oversees the Marching
Thunder before a 2009 halftime performance at Heinz Field in Pittsburgh.

Barnett to leave Marshall
Director of Bands, music professor departs after 11 years at the university
By JOSEPHINE E. MENDEZ

COPY EDITOR
Beloved band director and
music professor, Steve Barnett,
announced Wednesday in an
email to music students and
marching band members that
he would no longer be teaching
at Marshall University in the fall.
After being a band director
for 35 years and teaching at
Marshall for 11, Barnett said he
would be taking a job in Tennessee as the West Tennessee
Educational Representative for
Amro Music, which is based in
Memphis. As an education representative he will be able to
serve and help students, band
directors and schools in the
West Tennessee area.
Barnett said his other reason
for taking the job was so that
he could be closer to home and
closer to his 80-year-old mother.

“He treated his students like they were a part
of his family. He is one of the most down to
Earth people I know, and I have an extreme
amount of respect for him.”
-Madelyn Mazzeo,
senior music education major
“My mother has been living by
herself since my dad passed away
several years ago,” Barnett said in
the email. “She still lives in the same
house in my hometown of Humboldt, with no family close by. Over
the next years of her life, I know
that she will need me to help her.”
While the news of his departure spread throughout campus,
students agreed that he would be
greatly missed.
“Mr. Barnett is such a great
professor because of the lengths

he would go to for students,”
Hannah Bott, senior chemistry
and Marching Thunder drum
major, said. “Whether he was
telling us a story about Conway
Twitty to make us laugh after a
long afternoon of practicing or
scrambling around behind the
scenes at away games to make
sure we had every possible comfort, he will certainly be leaving
behind a great legacy with the
Marching Thunder and will be
truly missed.”

FOR THE PARTHENON
When Zachary Morris was
selected as 2014 Greek Man of
the Year, his peers applauded
him like a hero. He has been
influential to Marshall University Greek life on campus
and has promoted a safe and
friendly environment to those
who are a part of it.
In Greek life, students experience the bonding of
brotherhood or sisterhood
they saw on television through
rose colored glasses. Even
those not connected with
Marshall’s Greek life do not
question what goes on within
the circle, leaving no one to
answer to for wrongdoings.
The lack of questioning has
left the door open for Greek
organizations to misinform

“I first met Barnett when he
conducted our high school AllCounty Honor Band,” Madelyn
Mazzeo, senior music education
major, said. “I learned so much
from him. He treated his students like they were a part of
his family. He is one of the most
down to Earth people I know
and I have an extreme amount
of respect for him.”
Barnett said he is proud of
the band program and that it
is recognized nationally for its
excellence.
“I will miss everyone at Marshall after I move back home,
but will never forget all of the
great students that I have had
the pleasure to work with over
the 11 years here at Marshall,”
Barnett said in the email.
Josephine E. Mendez can be
contacted at mendez9@marshall.edu.

Pi Kappa Phi no longer tax-exempt
EDITOR’S NOTE: The following is Part Three of a continuing series in
which senior journalism students investigate the nonprofit status of
local organizations.

By COURTNEY SEALEY

For several music students,
Barnett was the reason they
chose to attend Marshall. Conor
Lannan, freshman music education major, said when he came
to audition at Marshall, Barnett
was the one he talked to about his
doubts on which college to pick.
“After we talked, I knew right
away that I was supposed to
come here,” Lannan said. “Then
the next year came, and no
matter where I went he always
greeted me and made sure to
make me feel at home. He always made sure to take care of
all his students even with well
over 400 of them.”
Barnett built a successful
marching
band
and
music program during his years
at Marshall by recruiting students in high school through
various band festivals and
competitions.

their donors and advisers.
They blame a lack of training,
confusion and the transient
turnover of college students
from one year to the next for
not realizing what went wrong.
Greek organizations on campus, such as Pi Kappa Phi, have
promoted themselves as taxexempt nonprofits, offering
tax deductions for donations.
Sometimes they are; sometimes they are not.
To be considered a nonprofit
the organization must file annual informational tax reports
with the IRS. However, several
of Marshall’s Greek organizations have not been following
the rules.
Pi Kappa Phi member and
re-founding father Morris,
seemed confused in his explanation of why it advertises as

INSIDE: NEWS, 2 | SPORTS, 3 | OPINION, 4 | LIFE!, 6

a tax-exempted nonprofit even
though it is not tax-exempt.
“I don’t think we file
taxes,” Morris said. “We’re a
nonprofit.”
Former student body president and Pi Kappa Phi member
E.J. Hassan also showed confusion when asked.
“From what I understand we
had a form on file, I believe it
was a W-9 form that we had on
file with them for a long time,”
Hassan said. “There was a lot
of red tape with that in the
past. I am not sure where we
are on that.”
Although both were confused by federal regulations,
Morris had an explanation for
why the tax-exempt status was
revoked.

See PI KAPPA | Page 5
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About the fraternity:
By COURTNEY SEALEY

FOR THE PARTHENON
Pi Kappa Phi is a social
fraternity founded in 1904 at
the College of Charleston in
Charleston, S.C. There are
178 active chapters, including
Marshall University’s chapter,
Zeta Pi, and there are more
than 113,000 initiated members in the fraternity.
Zeta Pi was founded at Marshall in 1989, but its chapter
dissolved at Marshall in 2006.
Twenty-four brothers in 2011
re-established the fraternity.
It is part of 21 organizations
which are part of Marshall’s
fraternity and sorority life.
Zachary Morris, a member
of Zeta Pi said fraternity officers are elected every year
in November and all elected
officers are sent to a training
institute to teach them how to
properly run the fraternity.

LOW 59°

“They need to learn how
they are to make a budget, how
to make line items for different things and how to properly
distribute that amount among
the people within the chapter,” Morris said. “And they
will also work with the current
treasurer before they leave. Every chapter does it differently
to what will benefit them the
most.”
Nationally, Pi Kappa Phi
operates its own philanthropy,
Push America, which serves
those with disabilities. In the
summer brothers of Pi Kappa
Phi, including those at Marshall,
participate in Push America’s
Journey of Hope, which is a
4,100 mile bike ride across the
United States to build awareness
for persons with disabilities.
Courtney Sealey can be
contacted at sealey3@marshall.edu.
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School of Medicine professor and doctorate student head to Brazil to present research to the world
By LARA SEDLOCK

THE PARTHENON
Two investigators from
the Joan C. Edwards School
of Medicine will travel to São
Paulo, Brazil to present their
research at the World Congress
on Endometriosis.
The conference brings together scientists, clinicians,
nurses and other health
care professionals involved
in research or treatment of

endometriosis- a chronic, inflammatory condition that
affects young women and adversely impacts their fertility
and quality of life every three
years.
Nalini Santanam, a professor in the Department of
Pharmacology, Physiology and
Toxicology, and biomedical
sciences doctoral student Kristeena Ray will be attending and
participating in the conference

Wednesday through May 3.
Kristeena Ray is a third year
Ph.D. candidate who works in
Santanam’s laboratory studying the epigenetics of pain in
endometriosis. Last summer,
she was selected for the university’s Chancellor’s Scholar
Program, an initiative to help
ensure the academic success
of underrepresented minority
doctoral students.
Epigenetic research is what

Ray and Santanam will be discussing, which is a new novel
aspect of disease research that
people are linking to cancer, Alzheimer’s and other diseases.
“The project we got asked
to do an oral presentation on
is based on some work we did
with pain, and we’re basically
looking at different molecules
that are expressed in the body
and women that have this disease, it might be causing some

of this pain and if we can understand the mechanisms of them
then maybe we can get a more
of an effective treatment than
what’s already out there,” Ray
said.
It’s a specialized conference, a lot of times there are
opportunities to go to national
conferences where they bring
in grad students, this one only
meets every few years and it’s
international. Any organization

around the world that works on
endometriosis will be there.
“It’s not a huge conference
but it’s really important if
you’re in that field. We get to
be around all of the people that
are writing the books and really setting the standard for the
research that’s happening,” Ray
said. “Marshall’s pretty small so
even though we have a lot going

See BRAZIL | Page 5

As elections loom, Capitol Hill
Stress Relief Week
is latest front in war on poverty Puppies and kittens kiss
away student stress

By MALAK KHADER

THE PARTHENON
Puppies and kittens were
brought to Marshall University’s campus Tuesday as a
part of Stress Relief Week
organized by the Campus Activities Board and the Student
Resource Center.
Lee Tabor, coordinator of
student activities and advisor of CAB, helped coordinate
this event for Stress Relief
Week and said that it is meant
to be a distraction to help students get through finals and
the build up before finals.
“This is one of several
events we have going on this
week,” Tabor said. “It’s meant
to get students’ minds off of
finals and give them some
time to focus on puppies and

kitties and de-stress a little.
We realize it’s that time of the
year that students are kind of
up in arms with finals.”
The animals were brought
to campus from the CabellWayne Animal Shelter and
were up for adoption.
“It’s around $50 for cats
and $60 for dogs, but that
includes deworming, first
round of shots, vet visits and
it even includes them getting
fixed,” Tabor said. “It’s a steal.”
Taylor Massie, freshman
psychology major from Huntington, adopted one of the
puppies that were set out for
students to play with.
“My mom and sister went
to the shelter yesterday

See PUPPIES | Page 5

Students dance away
stress with Zumba

Rep. Keith Ellison, D-Minn,
speaks at a rally at the U.S.
Capitol addressing income
inequality, minimum wage
and ending tax breaks for
wealthy corporations Monday
in Washington, DC.

By KRISTA SHIFFLETT

TISH WELLS | MCT

By WILLIAM DOUGLAS
and DAVID LIGHTMAN

MCCLATCHY WASHINGTON
BUREAU (MCT)
The war on poverty returns
to Capitol Hill as lawmakers
prepare to wage a battle this
week that’s a likely preview
of what’s to come on the campaign trail this election year
and in 2016.
Fifty years after President
Lyndon Johnson declared his
intent “not only to relieve the
symptoms of poverty, but to
cure it and, above all, to prevent it,” key congressional
Republicans and prospective
Republican presidential candidates are hammering away
at some of his Great Society
programs. They label them
well-meaning failures that
have done more to strain the
federal budget than to slow
the cycle of poverty.
House Budget Committee
Chair Paul Ryan, R-Wis., is expected to continue the theme
Wednesday when his committee convenes for an update on
Johnson’s goal, a follow-up on
a scathing report on Washington’s anti-poverty efforts that
Ryan unveiled last month.
“For too long, we have
measured compassion by
how much we spend instead
of how many people we get
out of poverty,” Ryan said in
a statement last month. “We
need to take a hard look at
what the federal government
is doing and ask, ‘Is this working?’ ”
Democrats, meanwhile, are
looking to increase the nation’s minimum wage as a key
strategy for reducing poverty
and helping to narrow the income gap between America’s

rich and poor. As Ryan’s committee meets Wednesday, the
Senate is expected to take
a key test on a measure to
raise the minimum wage from
$7.25 to $10.10 an hour.
“This raise only gets people
out of poverty. That’s all it
does,” Senate Majority Harry
Reid, D-Nev., said last month.
Driving all this debate is
some very crucial political
calculus. Voters can expect
to hear more of how each
party would address income
inequality as this year’s congressional elections and the
2016 presidential contest approach, political analysts and
poverty experts say.
But for all the talk, people
shouldn’t expect political
action soon, they warn. Democrats are well aware that their
efforts to raise the minimum
wage will go nowhere in the
Republican-controlled House
of Representatives.
The House, meanwhile,
passed a Ryan-written budget that includes cuts and
big changes in entitlement
programs, such as Medicare,
knowing that it’s dead on arrival to the Democratic-held
Senate.
“I think all this stuff is a
prelude to 2016,” said Eugene Steuerle, a former top
Treasury Department official
who’s an expert on taxes and
Social Security at the Urban
Institute, a Washington research center. “I think right
now you have a stalemate
between the parties, with the
Democrats trying to complete
the (President Franklin D.)
Roosevelt agenda with universal health care — trying
to protect the Affordable Care

Act. Republicans are trying
to protect gains of the past
in trying to keep tax rates
moderate.”
Johnson announced the war
on poverty at his 1964 State of
the Union speech. It became
defined by a series of programs design to help the poor,
among them food stamps,
Medicare, Social Security and
housing assistance.
Like Ryan, critics of the
program think that much of
the money spent over the last
half century has been wasted.
A recent study by several Columbia University economists
argues otherwise, citing a
revised method by the U.S.
Census Bureau that was used
to calculate the impact of federal poverty programs.
“Our estimates … show that
historical trends in poverty
have been more favorable
— and that government programs have played a larger
role — than (earlier) estimates suggest,” the report
said. “Government programs
today are cutting poverty
nearly in half … while in 1967
they only cut poverty by about
1 percentage point.”
The national poverty rate
stood at 15 percent in 2012,
according to a the Census Bureau report last September,
with 46.5 million people earning at or below the federal
poverty line of $11,170 for an
individual and $23,050 for a
family of four.
The figures represented
the second consecutive year
that the number of people
below the poverty line and
the poverty rate showed no

See POVERTY | Page 5
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THE PARTHENON
The Marshall University
Student Resource Center
sponsored a Zumba event to
help students relieve stress
before finals Tuesday in conference room 2W16 right off
of the SRC.
Jacob Longoria, junior
criminal justice major and
Zumba instructor at the Marshall Recreation Center, was
asked to be the instructor for
the event.
Longoria has been a certified Zumba instructor for a
year and a half and has been
going to Zumba since he was
a freshman at Marshall.
He said his classes are usually upbeat and work the
body out but for this event, he

prepared something slightly
differently.
“I wanted to make it a
more toned down version
of my class,” Longoria said.
“I wanted to make it stress
relieving without making it
exhausting.”
Freshman nursing major
Kirsten Williams said she attended the event because she
goes to Longoria’s class at the
Marshall campus recreation
center and doing Zumba is a
great way to relieve stress.
Longoria’s classes at the
Rec are 5:30 p.m. Mondays
and 8 p.m. Wednesdays at
during the school year.
Cinda
Newlon
junior
elementary
and
special

See ZUMBA | Page 5

INTO MU students learn how
to handle stress of American
finals week Thursday

By EKATERINA GUTSAN

THE PARTHENON
International
students
have a chance to find peace
and relaxation in preparation
for final exams at INTO Marshall University during the
Stress Relief Week.
The event for INTO MU students will take place at 5 p.m.
Thursday at INTO MU East
Hall.
Samantha Fox, student
resource specialist at the
Student Resource Center, is
leading Stress Relief Week
and will speak at the event
Thursday.
“In this event we are going to talk about some stress
which students have to face
during the finals week, and
also, new environment, examination and pressure,” Fox said.

Fox said the stress relieve
event can help to prevent
academic problems, which
students can face while
writing papers, doing projects and presentations.
“Usually we do this type
of events once or twice during the semester and do a
special with INTO MU,” Fox
said. “But this is the first
time we are trying to incorporate it with everyday
stress.”
Fox said the SRC will
have various stress reliever programs on campus
throughout the week.
“Every day we have some
new activities for the students, but also we decided
to work closer with INTO MU

See INTO | Page 5
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Herd baseball’s Taylor making most of opportunities
By DEREK MAY

THE PARTHENON
Marshall University baseball is not normally
known for its recruiting in the state of West Virginia. For this season, there was only one recruit
from the state, Corey Bird, who is from Charleston and attended Herbert Hoover High School.
Last season, the Herd received sophomore Caleb
Ross, a transfer from West Virginia University,
who is from Barboursville, and went to Cabell
Midland High School. With Ross, came sophomore, Michael Taylor, from St. Albans.
Taylor attended St. Albans High School for his
freshman and sophomore seasons.
As a freshman, Taylor put up impressive numbers, going 9-1 while also earning second team
all-state honors. He followed that up with a 5-4
record in his sophomore year, and also earned a
spot on the first all-state team.
“I learned a lot while I was at St. Albans,” Taylor
said. “My teammates there, we grew up playing
together ever since we were little, just felt like it
was time to get out, and that’s why I decided to
go to Virginia and attend Christchurch.”
After his tenure at St. Albans, Taylor moved to
Virginia and attended Christchurch School for
his final two years of high school. His junior year
he improved to a 7-3 record. During that year, he
averaged an outstanding 21 strikeout/9 innings,
and earned once again first team all-state honors.
“The way things were ran at Christchurch
School was a little different, but a good different,”
Taylor said. “It taught me structure and discipline, and it definitely set me straight and made
me realize it was time for me to grow up a little
bit. It was exactly what I needed and after my junior season, I knew I made the right decision.”
In his final season of high school, for the third
straight time, he earned first team all-state honors, and also received the Virginia Prep League
Player of the Year award after finishing with a
9-2 record.
“When I received the Player of the Year award,
at that moment, I knew all my hard work was

paying off,” Taylor said. “With the decision to
go to Christchurch, with my decision to commit
to Marshall, everything seemed to be coming
together.”
After committing to Marshall, Taylor said it
was time to get to work.
“I made my decision to come to Marshall, not
because the closeness to home, but because I
knew some of the guys already,” Taylor said. “I
have played with Caleb Ross before, and he told
me he was transferring here, so it made it a little
bit easier with the transition.”
In his freshman year with the Herd, he made
13 appearances. Taylor was able to work his way
into the weekend rotation in the second half of
the season and out of the 13 appearances, 11 of
those appearances were weekend starts. After
his first four starts, he had a record of 3-1, earning wins against Northern Kentucky, Central
Michigan and Radford.
“It felt good to earn that spot in the weekend
rotation,” Taylor said. “Again, that was just one of
those things I had set out to achieve and I earned
it and tried to make the best of my opportunities
in order to help the team win.”
At the end of the season, Taylor’s record was
3-5 with a 4.53 ERA. In total, he struck out 36
batters and walked 28 in 47.2 total innings of
work.
“There were a lot of ups and downs to my
freshman season,” Taylor said. “Some games I
was on, some I wasn’t able to get the job done.
But I learned a lot and my progression to this
year shows it.”
So far into 11 games started, Taylor is 2-6,
but has a very respectable 2.66 ERA, which
puts him third best on the team behind sophomore Chase Boster and senior Josh King. He
has given up 21 runs in 61 complete innings of
work, and has struck out 33 hitters so far into
the season.

See TAYLOR | Page 5

COMPLEMENTS OF MARSHALL ATHLETICS

NBA bans Clippers owner
Donald Sterling for life

LUIS SINCO | LOS ANGELES TIMES | MCT

L.A. Lakers point guard Steve Nash speaks during a press conference Tuesday at L.A. City Hall while
flanked by former and current professional basketball players and politicians as he comments about
a lifetime ban imposed by the National Basketball Association on Clippers owner Donald Sterling, who
has been under fire since the release of a recording of racially charged remarks to a former girlfriend.
By JANIS CARR
and DAN WOIKE

THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER (MCT)
NBA commissioner Adam Silver announced
Tuesday that he banned Los Angeles Clippers
owner Donald Sterling for life. He was also fined
$2.5 million.
Silver also said he will urge the NBA’s board
of governors to force Sterling to sell the
Clippers.
An audio tape of racially charged comments
attributed to Sterling surfaced last week on
TMZ, and the league acted quickly to discipline
Sterling. The Clippers’ owner has a history of issues involving race, especially including his real
estate holdings, but this is the first time he has
been disciplined by the NBA.
Silver said in a New York news conference the
investigation concluded that it was Sterling’s
voice on the recording, and Silver said Sterling
conceded that it was his voice.
The commissioner also said that Sterling never
was fined or suspended before by the league for

any previous actions, but he said his history will
be taken into account when the board of governors decides whether it will force him to sell.
Sterling may not attend games or practices or
be present at the Clippers facility. He also cannot participate in any decisions pertaining to the
team or attend board of governors meetings.
Silver, in the first major test of his tenure as
commissioner, said he expects to get the votes he
needs to force Sterling to sell the team.
Silver, in handing down what is believed to be
the league’s harshest sanctions, called it a “painful moment” for the NBA.
This all is happening as the Clippers are in the
middle of their first-round playoff series against
the Golden State Warriors, which is tied at 2-2.
Game 5 of the series is Tuesday night at 7:30 PDT
at Staples Center in Los Angeles.
Former Lakers center Kareem Abdul-Jabbar,
also an Orange County Register contributor,
praised Silver’s decision in a gathering of former

page designed and edited by WILL VANCE | vance162@marshall.edu
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BRAXTON CRISP | THE PARTHENON

Freshman Anna Pomyatinskaya (foreground) and doubles partner senior Karlyn Timko await a serve
during a match against WVU. Pomyatinskaya and Timko were named to the C-USA All-Conference third
doubles team, as were the doubles pair of Dana Oppinger and Derya Turhan. In singles, Oppinger, Turhan
and Kai Broomfield made the second team and Timko, Pomyatinskaya and Rachael Morales made the
third team. The Herd advanced to the semi-finals on the C-USA Conference Tournement.

279579
SHOBES STAINED GLASS
MU PARKING
3 x 4.0
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EDITORIAL

NBA rightly shows no tolerance for Donald Sterling
The higher you are, the harder you fall,
as Donald Sterling, owner of the Los Angeles Clippers, is learning this week.
TMZ released a recording of a conversation between Sterling and his
girlfriend, V. Stiviano, in which he tells
her he is bothered by her association
with black people.
Stiviano is part black, by the way.
Over the last several days, Sterling’s
remarks have grabbed headlines and became top talk for national news networks.
Sterling has received an extreme
amount of backlash, and the team has
shown its displeasure by wearing its
jerseys inside out through the pregame
routine for its game Sunday against the
Golden State Warriors.

Magic Johnson, one of the men referred
to in the recording, reportedly said Sterling “shouldn’t be an owner anymore,”
and vowed to not attend a Clippers game
so long as Sterling remained the owner.
Fortunately for Johnson, this shouldn’t
take long.
NBA Commissioner Adam Silver announced Tuesday that Sterling has been
banned for life from the NBA and fined
$2.5 million.
However, it looks as though Sterling
will actually make a profit off of this
scandal. Silver has insisted he will do
everything to compel the NBA Board of
Governors to force a sale of the Clippers.
If Sterling does sell the team, he stands
to make about $575 million, according to

Forbes magazine.
It’s a cruel twist that despite the racist
comments, Sterling will walk away from
all of this a much richer man.
But make no mistake, racism has
no place in our society. The reactions
against Sterling’s remarks prove that
there is no excuse and no room for such
discrimination. Despite the nice check
Sterling should soon receive, it comes
at a higher price of a shattered public
image.
The Los Angeles chapter of the NAACP
was set to award Sterling with his second lifetime achievement award next
month. Instead, Sterling has received a
lifetime ban from the NBA.
Ironic, indeed.

MCT CAMPUS

NATIONAL EDITORIAL

Just what we don’t need: A new Sagebrush Rebellion
LOS ANGELES TIMES (MCT)
Some 50 political leaders from nine
Western states gathered in Salt Lake City
this month to discuss plans to wrest control of millions of acres of public lands
from the federal government. One wonders whether, like a dog chasing a car,
they’ve figured out what they would do
with the land if they got hold of it? In any
case, that’s unlikely to happen, based on
decades of court battles and settled law.
Nevertheless, these angry legislators
and local commissioners seem determined to waste time and energy on this
futile effort, propelled by a warped sense
of history and priorities. So allow us to
remind them — and their constituents —
why they’re wrong.
Recent headlines have focused on
Nevada rancher Cliven Bundy and his
gun-toting supporters who faced down
the federal Bureau of Land Management
in a dispute over grazing fees. Bundy is
nothing but a scofflaw. But his insistence
on freeloading pales in comparison with

the demands of some of these politicians.
Several Western states have already
passed laws and launched lawsuits to
pry land — some of which includes valuable oil, timber and minerals — from the
federal government’s hands. The main argument, put forth most forcefully by Utah,
is that when Congress passed legislation
admitting the state to the Union, it promised to turn over federal lands. Except
that the legislation says the opposite: that
Utah residents “forever disclaim all right
and title to the unappropriated public
lands.”
Another argument: The U.S. government’s guarantee that new states would
be admitted on “equal footing” means
that the government should have ceded
its property at the time of admission, as it
did in the existing states. Except that too is
not true. Courts have held that the equalfooting guarantee applies only to political
representation.
Further, the federal government controls so much land in the West because

homesteaders, during the nation’s westward expansion, didn’t want the mostly
unfarmable land. In the decades since,
a national mood of conservation in the
name of the public interest has led to
continued federal control, trumping proposals to sell the often mineral-rich land,
which now defines the vast swaths of
relatively unspoiled nature in the western
third of the Lower 48. And that’s a good
thing, since backers of the state efforts
have made it clear they want the land so it
can be developed or exploited for its natural resources, rather than maintained as a
public treasure and open space.
There might be a legitimate political
question as to whether the federal government has done a good job of owning
and managing so much land. But these
reborn Sagebrush Rebellion efforts are a
waste of time and taxpayer money and are
steeped more in a reactionary embrace of
states’ rights than civic leadership. The
courts, and the voters, should stand firmly
against these expensive distractions.
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YOU CAN BE HERD
What are your plans for summer?

Are you going to the Green and
White Game Saturday?

Take summer classes
Get a job/continue working
Go on vacation

11%
Yes
No
67%
I can’t. I have other obligations. 22%

Voice your opinion. It is your right. Answer our poll at
www.marshallparthenon.com or tweet us your answer at @MUParthenon.

COLUMN

Time for a National Pledge Day?
By JOHN M. CRISP

MCCLATCHY-TRIBUNE
INFORMATION SERVICES (MCT)
A familiar battle is brewing in New Jersey, where state
law requires the daily recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance
in public school classrooms. An
anonymous atheist family is
teaming up with the American
Humanist Association to sue a
local school district, arguing that
the phrase “under God” in the
Pledge “marginalizes atheist and
humanist kids as something less
than ideal patriots.”
The conflict is based on a poignant question: Can a citizen
decline to recite the Pledge of
Allegiance and still be a patriotic
American?
Of course he can. I haven’t recited the Pledge in years and have
no plans to start. But surely my
patriotic credentials are acceptable: I’m a U.S. Navy veteran and
a reliable voter. I observe all laws
and pay my taxes and grazing fees.
I always watch the State of the
Union address, and I’m a sucker
for high-flying, aspirational national rhetoric. I feel a proud
twinge when the national anthem
is played before a ballgame.
But I’m no big fan of the Pledge
of Allegiance. Its origins are dubious. Many assume that it dates
back to our nation’s founding, but
actually it was written in 1892 by
Francis Bellamy, a Christian socialist. Bellamy was responding to
an explosion of new immigration,
not just from traditional northern European sources, but from
southern and eastern Europe, including many, like Catholics and
Jews, that nativists like Bellamy
considered “undesirables.”
Almost from the beginning the
Pledge scuffed the consciences of
otherwise patriotic Americans.
Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example,
were reluctant to pledge their
allegiance to any power other
than God. Since 1954, when the
phrase “under God” was added
to the Pledge in response to the
threat of atheistic communism,
objections have been raised by
Americans who don’t believe
in the implied Christian god in
the Pledge or who have understandable qualms about mixing
theology into any state-sponsored public ritual.

In short, the Pledge has been
the source of considerable conflict and division. Americans
have lost their jobs and been assaulted and children have been
expelled from school for responding to their consciences. And even
though the Supreme Court ruled
clearly in 1943 that no one can
be compelled to recite the Pledge,
few elements of human culture
have more potential to generate
coercion and persecution than an
unhealthy mix of patriotism and
religion.
Some citizens have good reasons to decline the Pledge; an
American shouldn’t need any reason, at all.
In any case, we say the Pledge
much too often. In Texas, like New
Jersey, public school students
pledge their allegiance every
morning to both the American
flag and the Texas flag. They
pledge again before football
games. My city council and school
board open their meetings with
the Pledge. So do the members
of the governing board of the
college where I work and before
subcommittee meetings, too. This
is a lot of rote, mechanical pledging, and one wonders if anyone’s
patriotism is actually bolstered
by a pledge that is prone toward
empty ritual.
All in all, I suspect our nation
would be better off without the
Pledge of Allegiance. At best, it
inclines toward meaninglessness,
and it can quickly turn into a coercive litmus test for patriotism.
Before long we’re looking around
to see who’s not wearing a flag
pin.
But if you insist, I propose instead a “National Pledge Day.”
Every two years, the president
could lead the nation in a meaningful recitation of the Pledge on
national television. Maybe delete
the divisive “under God” and substitute “with tolerance.” Time it
to coincide with the beginnings
of ballgames and other public assemblies. Some would pledge at
home and, this being America, I
predict “Pledge parties” at local
bars.
Some good Americans will
decline, but many others would
welcome a meaningful celebration of national unity and
allegiance.

GUIDELINES FOR SENDING LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Please keep letters to the editor at 300 words or fewer. They
must be saved in Microsoft
Word and sent as an attachment. Longer letters may be
used as guest columns at the
editor’s discretion. Guest column status will not be given at
the author’s request. All letters
must be signed and include an
address or phone number for
confirmation. Letters may be
edited for grammar, libelous
statements, available space
or factual errors. Compelling

letters that are posted on The
Parthenon website, www.marshallparthenon.com, can be
printed at the discretion of the
editors.
The opinions expressed in
the columns and letters do
not necessarily represent the
views of The Parthenon staff.
Please send news releases
to the editors at parthenon@
marshall.edu. Please keep
in mind, letters are printed
based on timeliness, newsworthiness and space.

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 30, 2014

|

|

TAYLOR

CLASS

“I am able to get comfortable earlier in the ball games
I feel like, and last season it
took me awhile to get into a
rhythm,” Taylor said. “This
year our defense behind the
pitchers has proven themselves that we can trust them
to make the plays, and we
just need to focus on throwing strikes and producing
ground balls and outs.”
The Herd is currently 18-24
going into the late second half
of the season, as they head to
conference tournament time.
With only two remaining midweek games, against EKU and
WVU, Marshall has three more
conference weekend series
remaining.
The Herd will first host Louisiana Tech May 2-4 and the
following weekend they will
host Old Dominion May 9-11,
and then to wrap up the season
will travel to Middle Tennessee
May 15-17.
Marshall is currently ranked
10th in the conference, behind
Middle Tennessee and Florida
Atlantic holding the eight and
nine spot.
“We know we have to focus
and get things done down the
stretch,” Taylor said. “Each remaining game is very crucial
and we have to come prepared
to play.”
Derek May can be
contacted at may125@
marshall.edu.

“What it would allow
you to do is get familiar
with severe weather and
you could then send that
into the weather service,”
Kevin Law, professor of
meteorology and geography, said. “It would
help the whole watch and
warning process because
you actually help verify
severe weather.”
Spotters are primarily
responsible for submitting
information that helps
NWS meteorologists in
issuing, canceling, continuing or changing severe
weather warnings in situations such as severe
thunderstorms,
tornadoes, flash flooding and
winter storms.
The seminar is expected
to last approximately two
to three hours. By the
end of the training, new
spotters will be fluent
in the basics of thunderstorm development, the
fundamentals of storm
structure, identifying potential severe weather
features, how to report
sightings and what information to include and
basic
severe
weather
safety, according to the
Skywarn website.
The seminar is broken up into two modules.

Continued from Page 3

CLIPPERS

Continued from Page 3
and current players in
Los Angeles.
“I’m thrilled with the outcome,” Abdul-Jabbar said.
“I think most of the players I’ve spoken to since the
press conference feel the
same way.”
Lakers guard Steve Nash
also spoke with the group
that included Sacramento
mayor Kevin Johnson, who
worked with the NBA players’ association on the
Sterling issue.
“This is a proud day for
all of us players, for our
league,” Nash said.
Several sponsors announced Monday that they
were ending or suspending their relationships
with the Clippers because
of Sterling’s comments.
Some groups have planned
protests before Tuesday’s
game.
Former Laker Magic
Johnson was dragged into
the scandal when Sterling
made comments about his
girlfriend posting a photo
with him on Instagram.
Johnson reacted by saying he and his wife, Cookie,
never would attend another
Clippers game while Sterling remained the owner.
“Commissioner
Silver
showed great leadership in
banning LA Clippers owner
Donald Sterling for life,”
Johnson said Tuesday on
Twitter.
Shortly after the announcement, visitors to the
Clippers’ website found a
black page with only white
type reading, “WE ARE
ONE” and the team’s logo.

PI KAPPA

Continued from Page 1
“One of the reasons ours was
revoked was because we left in
2006 because the people in our
chapter were not recruiting the
way that they should,” Morris
said. “Because of that our alumni
stepped in and said ‘We want to
go ahead and pull the charter so
that way we can come back in
four years and do this correctly.’”
Pi Kappa Phi lost its tax-exemption status in 2010, four
years after alumni pulled the
charter and the same year

Continued from Page 1

TISH WELLS | MCT

Protestors demonstrate at the U.S. Capitol addressing income inequality, minimum wage and ending tax
breaks for wealthy corporations on Monday in Washington, D.C.

POVERTY

Continued from Page 2
significant change. However,
the rate was 12.5 percent in
2007, the year the economy began its descent.
Though they aren’t the issues
topping most voters’ lists of concerns, both parties see potential
benefits at the polls in raising
the issues of poverty and income
inequality.
“It’s a get-out-the-vote issue”
for the Democratic base, said
Jennifer Duffy, Senate analyst for
the nonpartisan Cook Political
Report.
Republicans apparently think
so, too. In addition to Ryan,
Sens. Rand Paul of Kentucky,
Marco Rubio of Florida and Ted
Cruz of Texas — all potential

BRAZIL

Continued from Page 2
on here, if we have the opportunity to connect with people at
other universities and institutions it’s a big deal.”
There will be different sessions
the whole time of the conference
on different topics, such as the
new drugs that are available.
There will be people presenting
new information about the latest

INTO

GOP presidential contenders
— have spoken at length about
poverty or recently toured poverty-stricken areas to tout their
approach to the problem.
“Raising the minimum wage
may poll well, but having a job
that pays $10 an hour is not the
American dream,” Rubio said in
January in a speech commemorating the 50th anniversary
of Johnson’s pledge to attack
poverty. “And our current government programs offer at best
only a partial solution. They
help people deal with poverty,
but they do not help them escape it.”
Paul’s speaking tours in urban
areas and other places viewed
as traditionally non-Republican
recently earned him a story in
the National Journal headlined,
“Rand Paul’s Compassionate

Conservatism.” It likened his
efforts to those of the late Rep.
Jack Kemp, R-N.Y., a conservative supply-side economics
devotee who maintained good
relations with the AfricanAmerican community.
Democrats hope not only to
prod their own base but also
that enough Republicans will be
moved by the need to close the
income gap that they’ll look at
Democratic candidates.
A Pew Research Center survey
in January found that Republicans are split over how, and even
whether, to deal with issues of
poverty and income inequality.
Democrats are more unified,
as 90 percent thought government should do something about
the issues. The challenge for
Democrats is to make people
care.

and greatest in the field.
“I’m just glad I can go and not
only focus on sharing what we
have, but also network because
it’s something that I’m really
passionate about and being
able to work with other people
that are in this field will be a
huge tool,” Ray said.
Ray and Santanam will be
presenting their information in
a category with others on pain
and the mechanisms of pain.
“The Chancellor’s Scholar

Program is helping me with
some of the funding with going and the Biomedical Science
Program and the Department of
Pharmacology, Physiology and
Toxicology through the school
of medicine is helping me,” Ray
said. I just appreciate the fact
that people see what a big deal
this is, not only for me but also
for the program and school."
Lara Sedlock can be
contacted Sedlock2@live.marshall.edu.

ZUMBA

PUPPIES

because many international students faced this type of situation
for the first time,” Fox said.
Fox said stress affects people
differently, and being far away
from home makes it more difficult
for students.
“Discussing problems and how
students feel can help to prevent
stress so students can feel they are
not alone in this type of situation,”
Fox said.
Fox said some handouts will be
given to students, and during open
discussion, they can talk about
how they feel and how to prevent
a stress.
Ekaterina Gutsan can be contact at gutsan@marshall.edu.

education major said she
also takes Zumba classes at
the Rec.
“I do not take classes
with Jacob normally but I
have two hard finals, one
this week and one next
week,” Newlon said. “So
hopefully this will take my
mind off of finals for a little
while.”
There were only a few
students that showed up
to the event, but the people who attended said it
helped with their stress.
Krista Shifflett can be
contacted at shifflett7@
marshall.edu.

actually and this was
the dog they wanted, but
they came home without
it,” Massie said. “I told
my mom that they were
dogs on campus and sent
her pictures and this one
ended up being the same
one they wanted from the
shelter yesterday. I had to
adopt him, it was fate.”
A list of activities including a Study S’more
session will take place
on campus every day this
week.
Malak Khader can be
contacted at khader4@
marshall.edu.

alumni started to re-establish the
campus chapter, according to the
IRS website.
Pi Kappa Phi is not the only
Greek organization on campus
to lose its tax-exemption status.
Several other organizations on
campus have had their status
revoked.
Morris said with the quick
turnover rates for officers in
Greek organizations there
should be better training from
Marshall.
“There is a gap,” Morris said.
“We have new officers every
year, and there is no guarantee

that they’re going to be just
as prepared or know everything the last officer did. There
should be a ‘how to’ of some
sort for all new organizations.
Greek organizations need a
checklist of things that need
to be done. That way we make
sure everything is covered.”
Dean of Students Steve Hensley, said student organizations
should work for being able to
call themselves nonprofits.
“All of our fraternities and
sororities meet the spirit of the
law for a nonprofit,” Hensley
said. “But its not enough. You

have to do the things and submit the forms and prove you are
qualified for a nonprofit.”
Hensley refuted claims of
it being the university’s fault
the Greek organizations are
untrained.
“Each of our chapters have
national offices that well understand the hoops you have to
jump through to keep your status,” Hensley said. “And if they
haven’t done it then you have
the victims of it.”
Courtney Sealey can be
contacted at Sealey3@marshall.edu.

Continued from Page 2

Continued from Page 2
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KENTE

Continued from Page 1
Austin said the ceremony
gives students the opportunity to be commended
and praised for graduating from Marshall with a
degree in addition to their
successes at the university.
“Throughout these students college careers they
have had strong support
from our African-American
staff and organizations,”
Austin said. “This is the
time for both student and
faculty to celebrate this
achievement together.”
A large portion of the
Donning of Kente focuses
on the processional prior
to the event. The Marshall African Drum and
Dance Ensemble will enter the theater first while
performing, the students
being honored will follow

After the modules are
completed, trainees will
have
the
opportunity
to practice their newly
learned skills by identifying types of weather in
photos.
“If you see a funnel cloud,
you would be trained to
say ‘that is a funnel cloud,’
you call or text that in to
the weather service, and
they would quote you saying ‘A trained spotter has
reported a funnel cloud,’”
Law said.
Law said that spotters
are often the people who
are quoted on the news.
The NWS uses trained
spotter information to
issue daily hazardous
weather outlooks.
“Even with all the fancy
technology we still need
people on the ground,”
Law said. “Radar is great,
satellites are great, but we
still need people.”
Law said spotters on the
ground are necessary because the radar will show
something that is present,
but it is up to spotters to
determine whether it is a
storm cloud, funnel cloud,
or something else.
Law said anyone can be
a spotter and the class is
not just for meteorology
students.
Megan Osborne can be
contacted at osborne115@
marshall.edu.

and faculty and administrators will round out the
processional.
Cooley said the processional is a visual
experience that allows
attendees to enjoy and
appreciate the African tradition encompassed in the
ceremony.
Students will wear the
Kentes at Marshall’s commencement ceremony.
“You will see many, many
students there wearing
their Kente they received
during the Kente ceremony,” Cooley said. “You
will see them at the commencement, and you will
know why they received
it.”
There will be a reception
following the Donning of
the Kente.
Frances Lazell can be
contacted at lazell2@marshall.edu.

Continued from Page 2
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Jamie Foxx
terrorizes New
York City and
Spider-Man
By COLIN COVERT

STAR TRIBUNE (MINNEAPOLIS) (MCT)
He’s got a range that extends from crossdressing tomfoolery on TV’s “In Living
Color” to gridiron drama in “Any Given Sunday,” masterful musicianship as Ray Charles
in “Ray,” and blaxploitation heroism as a
vengeful ex-slave in “Django Unchained.”
But Jamie Foxx has never had a role as extreme as the angry aggregation of electrons
he plays in “The Amazing Spider-Man 2,”
opening Friday.
As the high-voltage villain Electro, Foxx
terrorizes New York City as he flings lightning bolts at co-star Andrew Garfield. Digital
effects add a kind of bioluminescent static
electricity sparking beneath the character’s
glowing ice-blue skin.
Spidey’s iconic nemesis isn’t all bad, however. In a phone conversation, Foxx said one
of the attractions of the film was that it adds
a sympathetic back story to the menace,
who begins as a downtrodden engineer.
“We really homed in on the personal story
of Max Dillon,” an Osborne Corp. lackey first
seen with nerd glasses, a front-tooth gap
and an oily comb-over. There’s comic pathos
in the way the character is betrayed in family, work and love, pushing him to lash out at
the world, Foxx said.
“What’s interesting in the Spider-Man
comic books is that they don’t start out bad.
They start out with good intentions, but it
seems like the world deals them the wrong
cards. It’s the same with Peter Parker,” a
nice high school kid who takes the weight
of the world on his shoulders after a radioactive spider bite. “Then they get to that
crossroads of being powerful for good or
powerful for bad.”
Foxx, born Eric Bishop, grew up in Terrell,
Texas, on a cultural diet of “comic books,
cartoons and ‘The Electric Company,’” the
PBS children’s show where the web-slinger
appeared in nonsensical skits. “Spider-Man
was interesting ‘cause he was a high school
kid, while Batman was older,” Foxx said.
“And Spider-Man was easier to do because
he didn’t have a cape. You could just run

Jamie Foxx stars as Electro in
"The Amazing Spider-Man." .

around and shoot your webs.”
As a kid, Foxx acted out sketches in the
mirror and studied piano. By his teens he
was in demand to play for the country club
set. He studied music at college in San Diego, but got sidetracked into comedy when
he took the stage at a stand-up club’s amateur night. He joined the cast of Keenen
Ivory Wayans’ multicultural sketch show “In
Living Color” from 1991 to 1994.
He quickly climbed the Hollywood ladder. In 2005 he was Oscar-nominated both
for his supporting turn in the Tom Cruise
thriller “Collateral” and his lead performance in “Ray,” winning in that category.
He’s a double Grammy winner, as well, for
performances with Kanye West and T-Pain.
Appearing in the Spider-Man sequel had
its attraction for both Foxx and the producers, he said. They could use his presence
to draw viewers who enjoy his work but
haven’t hooked into the “Spider-Man” story
line. And Foxx, 46, could use the franchise,
which he calls “popcorn-friendly,” to reach
younger viewers.
“Kids will really respond to it because it’s
really up their alley. It’s very jokey. It’s back
to the childlike Spider-Man, where it’s a lot
of fun. It seems to be working in our favor.”
The film opened well internationally two
weeks ahead of its U.S. debut. The series
has developed a case of superhero fatigue
domestically, however. In the United States,
each “Spider-Man” movie has earned less
than its predecessor.
Entering the rebooted franchise in its
second installment had advantages and
drawbacks, Foxx said. “When there’s a family already there, you want to get along
with the family. At the same time you want
to enhance the film as much as you can,
bring as much flavor and information to
the character as you can. When I’m doing
Max, it’s like going back to my ‘In Living
Color’ days, being over-the-top. Then it lets
me go into Electro, which isn’t Django, but
it’s more serious. They may not be able to
use all of it, but you want to be a good family member.”

PHOTOS BY NIKO TAVERNISE | COLUMBA PICTURES | MCT

Andrew Garfield star in "The Amazing Spider-Man.

YOU CAN'T SIT WITH US.

In honor of the 10th anniversary of
"Gretchen, stop trying
"Mean Girls," here are some of the best
to make 'fetch'
moments from the endlessly quotable film:
I have a fifth sense... happen. It's not going
to happen."
It's like I have ESPN
or something.

That's why
her hair
four for you
SHE
glen coco.
is so big, DOESN'T
go,
it's full of EVEN GO you
glen coco.
secrets.
HERE! and none for gretchen
Made out with a hot dog?
Oh my God, that was one time!

wieners. bye.

Is butter a carb?

One time I saw
Cady Heron
wearing army
pants and flip flops,
so I bought army
pants and flip flops.

Irregardless!
Ex-boyfriends are just off
limits to friends. I mean,
that's just like, the rules
of feminism!

the limit does not exist. the limit does not exist!

She's a life ruiner.
She ruins peoples' lives.

On Wednesdays we wear pink.

